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they refer to the destruction of Jerusalem without
mentioning the prodigies which ^ attended it. Thq
distinction is clear. First, the taking of Jerusalem and
the conversion of Constantine were events of a past
day; Julian's antichristian attempt was of their own
. day. Again, the portents in the sky and the luminous
Cross did but concur with and, as it were, illustrate
the march of events, which was evident to all men
without them ; but the fire which burst forth when
Julian would rebuild the Temple, was in opposition to
the apparent course of things, and arrested them
and defeated them. It did a deed, whereas the lumi-
nous Cross did but herald one.

156. It maybe added, that there is a beautiful har-
mony and contrast in the omens by which the over-
throw of Judaism and Paganism w:re respectively
preceded. The omens in the former instance were
only evil, for the chos.cn people was falling away ;
but since the nations were to be brought into the
Church who had hitherto been outcasts; the sign in
the heavens in the latter case was the Ci'oss itself, a
terror indeed and dismay at first sight to the ignorant
Pagan beholders, but their redemption and salvation
under the awful compulsion ol Him who suffered
on it